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Air Corps May 1, 1938 Washington, D.C, 
The chief 


nautics to the ng 
and others connected with aviation, 


Bus pooe of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
ly ersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 


---000--- 


THE SECOND WING AIR EXERCISES IN FLORIDA 


Tactical squadrons and groups of the | 
Second Wing, General Headquarters Air 
Force, U.S, Army, concentrated in Flori- 
da during the period from March 14th to 
3lst for their annual field exercises. 

In conformity with the requirements ef 
the War Department Training Directive 
ig oe ng go Ay the a » &@ part of 
each year is spent in operating away 
from the permanent air tenon and instal- 
lations of these units. The field exer- 
cises of the Wing also fill the ose 
of a warming-up period for the field ex- 
ercises of the entire Air Force scheduled 
to be held during the month of ‘ 

The area inclu ing Central and North 
Florida was selected this year for two 
general reasons; first, the mind apap 
of very unfavorable weather in the rest 
of the Eastern seaboard; and, second, the 
desire to operate far eno from home 
to make su < and administration a real 
preo len. Fy ng facilities in the se-: 

ected area were very good, there being 
several cities in close a agemong with 
first class airdromes. is was also a 
vital point, since the operations of the 
Second Wing include use of the new four- 
engined B-17, or "Flying Fortress," as 
well as the latest type of Pursuit air- | 
plane, the Seversky P-35. 

The decision once made to hold the ex- 
ercises in Florida, a preliminary inspec- 
tion was made in February by staff offi- 
cers of the Wing. On the first of March, 
the advanced echelon of the ground organ- 
ization moved out from the home base at 
Langley Field, Va., and proceeded by 
motor transport to the Municipal Airport 
at Jacksonville, Fla. This movement oc- 
cupied two days on the road, but proceed- 
ed without trouble of any kind. e 
plan wes to set up at Jacksonville an ad- 
vanced supply base for all units in the 
field farther south. This base was de- 
signated "The Sub-Air Base of the ley 
Field Air Base." Major Joseph H. David- 
son, of the air base at Selfridge Field, . 
Mich,, was appointed to command this. 
sub-base, under the remote control of 
the home base at Langley Field, command- 
ed by Colonel Walter R. Weaver, 

It was the problem of the personnel at 
Jacksonville not only to set up and main- 
tain a clearing-house for all supplies 
for the units in the field, some of them 


| Airport went 


| dier General Sumter L, Lowry 





hundreds of miles away, but also to place 


all selected airdromes in condition to 
receive and support the operations of 
the various Groups bivouacked at each. 
In order to avoid the transportation or 
urchase of large amounts of various ar- 
teh peg ot as cots, tentage and lun- 
ber, appeal was made to the Florida 
National Guard for the loan of such ar- 
ticles during the period. The results 
from this appeal were gratifying in the 
extreme. e Florida organizations 
pitched in and lent the Air Force every- 
thing but their shirts, and even helped 
in tae transportation problem. Tent 
floors, tents and cots were moved from 
the National Guard camp at Camp Foster, 
Jacksonville, and other points in the 
State. The sub-base at Jacksonville 
in jig time, and by the 
7th of March the camp at the southwest 
corner of the airdrome was fully estab- 
lished. 

Major Davidson's job was now to pre- 
pare the other airdromes for the tactic- 
al operations of the fighting air units. 
Again the Florida National Guard lent 
valuable assistance, ghee, the kind 
offices of Brigadier General Vivian 
Collins, State vam General at the 
St. Augustine headquarters, and Briga- 

commanding 
Brigade, Guard offi- 
e outlying cities lent 


the 56th Artiller 
cers at each of 
time and much effort to help out their 
brothers in the Regular Service. On the 
date set for units to occupy their air- 
dromes, everything was sevens: 

The movement of tactical units from 
their home bases was scheduled to begin 
on March 14th. This movement comprised 
many thousands cf miles of flying. The 
Second Wing of the GHQ Air Force, being 
the largest of the three Wings compris- 
ing that body, its member units ordinari- 
ly occupy the air bases at Langley Field, 
Va.; Selfridge Field, Mich., and Mitchel 
Field, Long Island, N.Y, As field air- 
dromes for these various units, the Wing 
selected municipal airports.as follows: 

lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, 
Mich,, at Peter 0, Knight Airport, Tampa. 

2nd Bombardment Group, Langley Field, 
Va., at Municipal A rt, Orlando 

8th Pursuit Group, ley Field, Va., 
at Municipal Airport, Sarasota. 

9th Bombardment Group, Mitchel Field, 
N.Y¥,, at Municipal ae Lakeland. 
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18th Reconnaissance Squadron, Mitchel adjacent to the flying field are the 
Field, N.Y., at Peter 0. Knight Airport. winter quarters of the famous Ringling . 

2lst Reconnaissance Squadron, Langley (Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus, ~ 
Field, Va., at Peter 0. Knight Airport. It was interesting, to say the least, to 

The staff of the Second Wing moved to | take off over a herd of elephants and 
Peter 0, Knight Field at Tampa in order (giraffes. The animals, however, didn't 
to maintain close contact with the tac- | seem to mind at all, This Group was re- 
tical squadrons in the conduct of their | duced to one squadron for the period of 


exercises. | the maneuvers, and was equipped with 22 
Flying Fertresses Base at Orlando | Consolidated PB-2's. 
0 € airdromes in the region select- , The liumicipal Airport at Tampa, "Peter 
ed for the field exercises, the finest 10, Knight Field," was the busiest of the 
and most suitable to the operation of | five al 


rdromes weer. by the Second 
very heavy airplanes was found to be | Wing in Florida. Stationed here were 
that at Orlando. This airport, lately | the First Pursuit Group of Selfridge 
completed, contains three very fine run- | Field, Mich., commanded by Major Edwin 
ways and has excellent approaches. It (C, House; the 18th and the 21st Recon- 
was therefore decided to put the "Flying naissance Squadrons. The latter two or- 
Fortresses," or B-1?'s, at that point. | ganizations operated directly under Wing 
Officers from the sub-base at Jackson- Headquarters, which was also establishe 
ville prepared the way and made ar e- |at this point. The First Pursuit Group 
ments for billeting and supply of offi- | was represented by the 17th Pursuit 

cers and men. Mr, Ed Nilson, Orlando's | Squadron only. 3 
Director of Aviation, and other city of- | eter 0. Knight Airport is very beauti- 
ficials did a marvelous gop of preparing fully located at the southern edge of . 
accommodations for the visiting hombers. Tamra on one of the artificial islands 


Officers and men were billeted ai the | constructed by the city some years ago. 
Fair grounds in several very beautiful | While the field is rather small lateral- 
buildings. Showers and latrines were lly, plans call for further additions,and 


installed and ready on the date promised,’ when they are completed this should be 
and every facility that the “igs offered ‘one of the fine fields in the southeast. 
was placed at the disposal of the Second A very large and very beautiful adminis- 
weds Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, com- | tration building, completed by the PWA 
manding the Group, arrived in the first | just before the maneuvers, provided ex- 
of the big de a yey Bombers at noon (| cellent quarters for the many officers 
on Monday, March 14th, and was followed (of Second Wing Headquarters. oun 
by the remainder of his organization the 





‘Colonel Clagett Commands Field Exercises 


following day. 

The pire Group. comprising the 20th, , On the first of March, just before the 
49th and 96th Bombardment Squadrons, / Start of the Wing's field training pe- 
brought with them nine of the "Flying ‘riod, Brigadier General Gerald C. Brant, 


Fortresses," three Douglas B-18 two- ‘Commander of the Second Wing, was trans- 
engined Light Bombers, and two 4-17 At- ferred to the command of the Air Corps 
tack planes for utility purposes. The | Technical School at Chanute Field, Ill., 
personnel numberéd 55 officers and 225 and Denver, Colorado, as a result of the 
enlisted men. A field radio station and | expiration of his.three years' detail as 
other necessary navigation and ee ae gam i Commander. (The command of the 
tion aids were set up at once, and the (field exercises of the Wing, therefore, 
Group proceeded with their training. 'fell_ on the shoulders. of Colonel He 

At Lakeland, the weaerss, home of the B, Clagett, commanding thé air base a 
9th Bombardment Group from Mitchel Field,| Selfridge Field, Mich, Colonel Clagett 
the officers and men were "hen Popa in | power at once to Langley Field, home 
the brand new Municipal Swimming Pool eadquarters of the Wing, and‘took com- 
(complete with showers) and the Armory, mand, going into the field with the. 
respectively. These fine buildings were first units to move out. Throughout the 
ideal for the purpose, being adjacent to Re of the exercises his Lockheed 
the excellent airport. The 9th Group ~36 Transport was busily traveling from 
brought with them 37 officers, 210 en- one point to another with his huge frame 
listed men and 21 Martin B-10B Light squeezed into the cockpit next to his. 
Bombers. This Group contains the lst, co-pilot, Major W.S. Sweeley, He ex- .. 
Sth and 99th Bombardment Squadrons, and | pressed himself as wellpleased with the | 
is commanded by Lieut. Colonel Cari W. results attained: by the personnel of. the 
Connell, 2a ; 7S sub-base in paving the way for the fight- 

Sarasota, some 50 miles south of Tampa,'ing air units, and stated that the les- 
was designated the airdrome of the 8th sons taught by various phases of the ~ 
Pursuit Group, of ley Field, This (field exercises were of utmost value to - 
organization, consisting of the 33rd, future development of the Air Force. -~ 
35th and 36th Pursuit § ns, and com- 








manded by Lieut. Colonel A.H.-Gilkeson, | NewAircraft Receive Tough Baptiam a 
was bivouacked on the flying field it- | _ One of the prime objects of the Field 


self, They brought with them 25 offi- | Exercises was to try out the new aircraft 
cers and 143 enlisted men, ee ie which a part of the Wing is now 
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equipped. The B-17's, the B~18's and the,;order to answer questions, and great care 
Seversky Pursuit planes had not previous-| was exercised to prevent any damage to 
ly been taken into the field for any ex- | the aircraft during the time the "Open 
tended period, Although the "Flying 'House" prevailed, 


Fortresses," (recently returned rom the While the greatest interest was, of 
Good Will Flight to Buenos Aires) had | course, centered in the giant four-engin- 
valuable experience in operating from 'ed Bombers, all the planes received their 


strange and distant sirdromes, the ques- | share of attention. At Tampa, the crowd 
tion of maintenance and supply day after (was estimated at more than twenty thous- 
day in the field had not been tried out | and persons on Visitors' Day. 

as yet, The Seversky Pursuit planes -| Both officers and men of the Wing were 
were less than a month old for the most | royally entertained by the civilian popu- 
pees. and the B-18 Douglas planes have lace and city officials everywhere. At 


een in service only about a year. Tampa, especially, no effort was spared 
In addition to problems of supply, | to make the period of the exercises as 
maintenance and repair, an intensive leasant and as interesting as possible 


study was made of the comparetive per- or all members of the Wing. At this 
formances of new and oid aircraft, also (city the officers stationed at Peter 0, 
between various ree: The Bombers and | Knight Airport expressed their apprecia- 
the Pursuit. were tried out_at all alti- | tion with a reception to city officials 
tudes and under all possible conditions, | on the evening of Friday, March 25th. 
and much useful information was acquired | At the conclusion of the period, it 
for future reference, The two Reconnals- was felt by all hands that much had been 
sance Squadrons maintained long distance | accomplished to benefit the Second Wing, 
patrols during the tactical problems and | doth as to develocment of the Air Defense 
performed a tremendous amount of fhoto- (of the country and in making friends for 
graphy and map-making flights. A trail- | the Army among our civilian brothers. 
er containing a complete photogrephic | 24M One See 
laboratory was loaned to the Second Wing 
by the Materiel Division at Wright Field,’ Tactical Maneuvers and Gunnery Practice 
and through its use extremely valuable (~~~ 
work was performed for the fighting | The operations of the tactical units 
echelon. |in the field extended from March 14th 
Lack of lighting equipment at the vari-| to March 29th, inclusive, On the 14th 
oug airdromes was a very serious handi- and 15th, units moved from their home 
cap to night operations, especially for | bases into the Florida area. However, 
the larger types of aircraft, and very (very bad weather held up Bp sr of the 
little of this type of training was per- movement until the 16th, e First 
formed, Gunnery and bombing practice Pursuit Group, moving from Selfridge 
occupied much of the time in the air. 'Field, Mich., was forced down by storms 
There being no available ranges over (at Huntsville, Ala. This unit made a 
land areas in this part of Florida, bomb-\very fine landing after dark at Hunts- 
ing was performed far out in the Gulf of iville without the use of flares cr 
Mexico and the Atlantic. A small quan- | field lights. 








tity of oil dropped on the water soon | Two members of the State Highway 
svoredd out into an excellent target, and Patrol, hearing the planes circling 
ractice was conducted in this manner. |above the town, summoned hundreds of 


he Pursuit units confined their gunnery | preévate automobiles by radio to throw 
to firing on towed targets in deserted their lights on the tiny field. No per- 
areas along the West Coast near Tampa. | sonnel were injured or airplanes dames ~ 
Air Minded Florida {ed in the pers fs due to to the excel- 
“M *j lent air discipline 
Perhaps due to the fact that these air tion, 
exercises were the first real opportunity | Beginning Wednesday, March 16th, units 
citizens in central and western Florida (whoica were established on their Florida 
have had of witnessing the operations! ,irdromes began actual field training. 
of a large ~_ of the modern Air Force, ime Pursuit units began daily firing on 
the interest displayed was remarkable. (towed aerial targets and interception 
Great crowds thronged over each airport problems against Bombardment wnits of 


at the least sign of aerial activity 3 pe he 
and none of the fields was ever complete-|grrived-and york becon’ in full teins. 
ly free of civilian onlookers. 


There being three types of tactical 
As a sign of appreciation of the inter-,._; : net 
oak ciate tha Ma hin. det eanat units in the Wing, the general method 


of operation was as follows: Reconnais- 
Colonel Clagett ordered Saneey Marc sance squadrons were assigned the task 
at each of the five airdromes, One of (ine certain weneny! ground and naval 


targets, On rece pt of the radio reports 





of this organiza- 





os gh ee ogg em ssomee 
"ine Was iiown to eac oid and set up |from these patrolling planes, the Bom- 
for display turing the afternoon. The H 

pilot and crew of each airplane remained pe mgr ahr aa + Sl: ga meee 


with the plane during the afternoon in ts aver Ena oe Fy gt ? 
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TRAVELING EXAMINING BOARD SECURES RESULTS; requirements. 
| t appears from the enpersenne of. this 

As a result of the experience of a spe-| board t it is we a | sirable to con- 
cial traveling board organized for the | tinue this method of obtaining candi- 
purpose of examining applicants for ap- | dates, as the examinations can be con- 
peointment as Flying Cadets, it would ap- ducted without expense to the individual, 
ear that a solution has been found to thereby securing a larger qualified list 
ne presten with which the Air Corps was | to select from - which results in a high- 
confronted in the past, when difficulty (er standard of trainees being selected. 
was encountered in securing a sufficient | ---000--~ 
number of lified young men to undergo | 





flying tra in the various entering The Second Wing Maneuvers in Florida 
ot at the Army Air Corps Training Peoneinned trom Page - 
enter. 
This speeees traveling board, consist- | jective, imaginary bombs were dropped 
ing of Lieut. Colonel Coleridge L. | @nd the Bombers proceeded on a little 
Beaven, Medical Corps; Major Isaiah | ways, where they dropped a mixture of ~ 


Davies and lst Lieut. Robert F, Fulton, oil and aluminum dust on the water to 
Air Corps, returned to the Training Cen- | serve as a target for the actual bombing 
ter on Apr 13th, after visiting seven- practice. On the return to the home 
teen colleges and wniversities in the | airdrome, Pursuit units were called 
following States of the Seventh and | through the Intelligence Net to inter- 
Be poe Cerps Areas, viz: Texas, Oklahoma,! cept and "destroy" e Bombers, the lat- 
Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas, | ter now representing the "enemy." Al- 


Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, | though the details such as times, routes, 
Nebraska and Arkansas. Bae een and altitude were varied great- 
The board departed from the Traini | ly from day to aay. all missions per- 

Center on Feb 14th, with the follow-| formed were of this general type, with 
ing missions in mind: First, to examine _| the exception of the final mission on 
ee for appointment as Flying | Friday, March 25th. 

Cadet; second, to disseminate informa- |. On this day, all units effected a ren- 
tion concerning the Training Center over | dezvous over Tampa at nine in the morn- 
as large an area as practicable. With (ing and flew in formation over all the 
this latter ose in mind, the board airdromes occupied by Wing units. It was 


prepared an itinerary prior to depart- ‘a tough job for those ps equipped 
ure, which would cover a maximum terri- / with the newer and faster planes stay 
torial area within the two Corps Areas. (in the same formation with the older and 


All travel was eoesonses in two BT-9 | slower types. This mission lasted more 

airplanes, and the original schedule was | than three hours and was conducted with 

maintained throughout, the distance .all units maintaining the formation for 

traveled being 5,150 miles. | the entire period, a grueling test of pa- 
The board examined a total of 746 ap- | tience and concentrat on. More than 
licants, and of this number 165 were airplanes participated. Units wero stag- 
ound qualified and recommended for ap- (| gered upward from 3,000 to 7,000 feet 

poner as Flying Cadets. Of the 'the lowest unit being the leading Nin 
Otal number found disqualified for ap- | Bombardment Group. 


pointment, 48% was due to eye defects, | haar, aren 

hat is, visual acuity, color vision, 

muscular imbalance, etc.; 35% was due to | AIRMEN LUNCH WITH DENVER BUSINESS MEN 
| 


defective vascular system, that is, high 


blood pressure High pulse rate, etc. In resneeee to an invitation extended 
The remaining 176 were disqualified for | Mr. Stanley T. Wallbank, President of 
miscellaneous reasons, such as defective _ the Denver Chamber of Commerce, Lieut. 
teeth, weight, history, etc. Colonel Junius W. Jones, Commandant of 
According to reports from this board, ‘the Air Corps Technical School, Denver 
at no place was there evidenced lack Branch, and all officers on duty at the 


of interest in the Air Corps Train ng | School attended the annual meeting of 

Center; and at many places visited all | the Chamber of Commerce on April 11th. 

applicants could not be examined due to | The avers was attended by civic of- 

the necessity eas ~<a a the announc-| ficials of the State and city, including 
t 


ed schedule of the board, was the |Governor Teller Ammons and Mayor Benja- 
opinion of the board that the recent |min Stapleton, in addition to over 1,000 
leck of applicants for appointment as | business men of the City of Denver. 
Flying Cadets was an economic factor | In his address the President of the 


rather than personal desire, in that the | Chamber of Commerce stated that the City 
individual could not afford the cost in- | of Denver welcomed the Army Air cores 
volved in re ats to the nearest Flying! and its splendid branch of the Air Corps 
Cadet Board when, from information the | Technical School. Denver, he said, was 
had received from other applicants, on most happy to number among its new ar- 
One out of each four or five examined rivals the officers and enlisted men of 
would succeed in meeting the physical Baas School, v-7714. a0 
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MAXTMUM PERFORMANCE FROM AIR-SPEED TUBES 
By an Equipment Branch Engineer, 
Air Corps Materiel Division. 


Recent experience in wnsatisfactory 
reports has indicated that improved per- 
formance can be obtained in the indica- 
tions of altimeters, air-speed indica- 
tors, and rate-of-ciimb indicators by a 
more Veron knowledge of the method of 
their operation and of their dependence 
on the air-speed tube, and by more care- 
ful maintenance and installation of the 
air-speed tube and the pitot-static in- 
struuents connected thereto, 

As a result of extensive testing dur- 


ing the past year, the Types C-2 and C-3 
air-speed tubes have been developed and 
are being procurcd for new airplaces. 


Electrically heated, these tubes are 
similar to those covencpes. during the 
flight of the air mail the Air Corps 
for the purpose of euabling pilots to 
fly successfully under icing conditions. 
The Types C-2 and C~2 tubes, kowever, 
represent a vast inprovement over chose 
original electrically heated tubes. 

In 1934, 35 watts were used to deice 
the tube. In 1936, the valuo was in- 
creased to 55 watts. ‘The problem of de- 
icing was even more assidueusly studied 
during the last year in an effort to get 
to the bottom of the wmsatisfactory op- 
eration which was reported continually 
mtg Fic winter by pilots. The 55- 
watt tubes had icicles on them in flight 
and water froze in the lines aft of the 
heating element. Airplanes stalled with 
apparently safe air-speed indications. 

wo refrigerated wind tunnels exist in 
this ceuntry: one is located at Langley 
field and the other at the plant of the 
B.F, Goodrich Company at Akron, Ohio. 
The latter has become the clearing house 
for information on icing conditions, 
having developed the deicers used today 
On the leading edges of wing and tail 
surfaces. In its will ess to cooper- 
ate with the Air Corps, it offered the 
use Of its wind tunnel and engineers 
without cost for the purpose of testing 


any deic devices or solution in order 
pane. in thering development of the 


The Air Corps took advantage of these 
facilities in testing the Types C-2 and 
C~-3 air-speed tubes. The tests indicat- 
6d that complete redesign of the Type 
C-l1 tube was necessary. 
Briefly, the tests demonstrated that 
. tubes with less than 75 watts in the 
nose might take an infinite time to de- 
ice. On the other hand, a tube of 100 
watts would deice in one minute or less 
in all cases. Increasing the wattage to 


130 decreased to 30 seconds 3 time re- 
oe pe to remove an ice cap 5/8-inch 


During these tests the most severe 
icing conditions were selected as a 
basis. These conditions involved the 





of the tube and coating it in 


freez 
“Oe wind with a cap of 


an 80 miles per hour 
ice 5/8-inch thick, When this icing . 
thickness was accomplished, the heating 
elements were put to work, and the time 
to clear and record air speed correctly 
was noted. One hundred watts was select~ 
ed for the heating element in the nose 
of the Types C-< and C-3 tubes. These 
tubes should be clear of ice in less 
then one minute. 

This is a severe test because, as a 
rule, the air-speed tube heating ele- 
ment is turned on at the first indica- 
tion of ice formation. Sometimes during 
the winter it is turned on before the 
airplene leaves the ground and is left 
on during flight. Drain traps have been 
incorporated in both tubes to secure 
maximum protection, A drain trap in 
each nose is supplemented with an addi- 
ticnal drain trap in a shark fin or in 
@ riser. 

The Type C-2 air-speed tube is design- 
ed for mounting on a boom extending for- 
ward of the wing. This tube has a shark 
fin. Thus far no ice has formed on the 
booms, The Type C-3 air-speed tube is 
designed for es below the nose of 
the fuselage of multi-engine airplanes. 
4 recess has been incorporated in the 
rear section of the tube tc permit a de- 
icer to be installed on the mounti 
= and to extend down and around the 

ube, 

Tests in Wright Field Wind Tunnel. 
Tests to improve tne eT Char- 
acteristics of these tubes have also 
been run in the 5-ft. wind tunnel at 
Wright Field. As a result of the tests, 
the noses are now more pointed than 
round and the static slots have been re- 
plsoed by static holes on the top and 
ottom. 

Placing the holes on the top and bot- 
tom helps to effect a static pressure 
compensation under angles of pitch be- 
tween -10° and +16~. Maximum errors in. 
the new air-speed tubes are as follows: 

Maximum Error in straight flight be- 
tween 50 and 225 m.p.h, 

AAe epeeGs sneer se 6 eo 2b, 8: Mipely 
Static pressure ... 25 ft.altituée 
Max:.mgn Error in pitch between -10° 


and 16° a 
Ingle of Attack at 125 m.p.h. 
Air: apeedsi coi s. « 20 mph. 
tatic pressure... 11 ft.altitude 
There are three common faults in air- 
speed tube installations. fThe first and © 
most important of these is a manufactur- 
er's error in pag’ Santas the air-speed 
tube on the airplane. e manufacturer 
in his effort to decrease the weight of 
the airplane and to prevent spoiling of 
the air flow over the wing has, in the 
past, placed the tube close to the lead- 
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ing edge. In one YB-10 airplane this 
has given us an error in air speed of 
17.0 mp.h. The air-speed indicator 
read low by this amount constantly 
throughout the speed range. 
In combination with this, a more seri- 

ous error is 
ressure which introduced an error in 

he altimeter indication of as much as 
230 feet at 182 mp.h. This is a minus 
error and means that the pilot is flying 
230 feet higher than his altimeter is 


Prewng $ e air-speed tube was moved 
from the pragioat position, 15 feet for- 
ward of the leading edg¢e of the wing to 


a position four feet forward; decreasing 
the errors in air-speed indication to 
less than 5 mp.h,, and in altitude in- 


the speed rey . 

In the YlA-18 airplane, the position 
errors of the air-speed tube are mints 
22.5 = at 230 mp.h., decreasing to 
minus 1@ n,p.h. error at 100 m.p.h. The 
altimeter is in error by minus 350 feet 
at a m.p.h,, and minus 60 feet at 100 
mp... 

e Materiel Division has wndertaken 
the correction of several of the worst 
offenders in air-speed tube locations. 
For the Martin Bombers a 4-foot tapered 
mast is being installed in place of the 
old boom and, with this installation, 
throughout the speed range the error in 
air speed is less than 5 m.p.h., and the 
error in altimeter indication is less 
than 25 feet. At the present time the 
procurement specification requires that 
all new airplanes have air-speed tube 
installations with errors of not more 


Leaks in Tubine Connections 
The second common fault of installa- 
tions is air leaks in the tubi 





| 
| 
‘ 
| 





connected to it, the voltage as measured 
at the tube should not be less than 12, 
It is believed that in the near future 


‘Air Corps pilots will be able to rely 


| 


‘and rate-o 
robably the error in static! 


upon act epeee indicators, altimeters, 
-climb indicators to within 
very small limits, at all times, and uw- 


| der all flying conditions. 


CHANUTE FIELD'S NEW REST CAMP 


With another hot Illinois summer con- 
ing on, a group of officers at Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, Ill., decided to estab- 


‘lish a rest camp pecs yee f for the en- 


' listed men, 


After considerable investi- 


, ‘gation, they selected a twenty-acre park 
dication to less than 25 feet throughsaut | 


on the Illinois River, about 100 miles 
west of Chanute Field. 

For a very reasonable sum, a lease was 
signed giving Chanute Field personnel 
the use of twenty acres of good high 


ground, a twenty-room hotel, an adminis- 


tration building (since converted to a 
sixty-men barracks), a mess hall seating 


/One nundred 
' cottages. 


eople, and several gmall 
e iocation is a natural 
perk, with an abundance of fine big oaks 
and well kept driveways. 

For the convenience of the men, 
branches of the Chanute Field Post Ex- 


icheree, General Mess, hospital and 


| litrery have been established, 


A fund 
was raised by the subscription of. one 
dollar per man, which not only pays for 
the year's lease but provides a goodly 
nuuber of boats and outboard motors for 
fishing purposes = and the fishing is 


'excellent! 
than 5 mp.h, and not more than 25 feet. 


' 
' 


| 


connect-| garrison has had a 


Present plans call for the sending cf 
detachments of eighty men or so every 
ten days to the c until the entire 
rief but enjoyable 


ing the air-speed tube to the altimeter, {vacation away from Chanute Field. "The 


air speed indicator, and rate-of-climb 
indicator, or in case leaks in the in- 
struments, Experience has shown that,if 
the static bree line is subjected to 
@ suction at the static slots or holes 
of the air-speed tube sufficient to 
Cause the altimeter to increase its in- 
dication by 1,000 feet, and then this 
source of suction is pinched off, the 
altimeter should not change its indica- 


tion by more than 150 feet in 10 seconds. 


If the leak is in excess of this value, 
the fluctuating pressure in the cocipit 
or in the wings will leak into the cases 
sufficiently to cause the pointers of 
all three instruments to oscillate unde- 
sirably. The remedy for leaks is a 
simple matter of tightening the connec- 
tions and of seali the cover glasses. 
The third common fault of installatims 
is that of an excessive voltage drop in 
the wiring between the battery or gener- 
ator and the air-speed tube. When oper- 
ated from a 12-volt battery, the voltage 
measured at the tube should not be less 
than 10.5. With the ep properly 
operating at 14.25 volts and the tube 


} 
' 
' 


ia mile away, have given us their 


a small town just 
ole- 


townsfolk of Havana 


‘hearted support," says the News Letter 
| Correspondent. 


---000--— 
PORTABLE PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY 


The Type A-l portable photographic 
laboratory, which was used at Tampa, 
Fla., for sear ak far on the oad vi tag 
work incidental to Corps Observation 
during the Second Wing Maneuvers in the 
last two weeks of March, was returned 
to the Materiel Division, Wright Field. 
lo difficulty was experienced with this 
laboratory during its trip to and from 
Wright Field or while at its base in 
Florida. Several minor changes were 
recommended sf the personnel using it, 
and these will be incorporated in the 
drawings prior to release for procure- 
ment, 

The Type A-lA por table photographic 
laboratory, whic 
has been tested by a sub-committee of 
(Continued on Page 7). 
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is a modified Type A-l, 


PHOTOGRAPHERS WORK UNDER HIGH PRESSURE 
By the Maxwell Field Correspondent 


During the period from April 9th to 


1o8S = hee ad pe ic gearsee of 
eadquarters and Headquarters on, 
Maxwell Field, Ala., consisti = Cap- 

tain James G, Pratt, Photographic Offi- 
cer, end 14 enlisted men, were pressed 
into almost continuous photographic mis- 
sions for the Corps of Engineers, relief 
agencies and the press, during which ap- 
proximately 1,200 miles of river basins 
were ene tome hed with two multi-lens 
nena: m5. all ot be a, 7 

ho togr c personnel previous 
Pied fn the use of mniti-leee ieee 
during routine training, it was possible 
for frequent relief of photographers on 
mug missions. igned Phot phi 

6 regularly assigne otographic 

Plane was at ee Fairfield Air Depot for 
Overhaul at the time of this emergency 
and, therefore, two B-S airplanes were 
placed at the disposal of the Photo- 
graphic Section to carry out their mis- 
sions. The loan of one T-d4 camera by 
Barksdale Field, La., made it possible 
to place two pnp (heneEheo crews on the 
job during the entire time the flood 
waters were at their crest. 
Approxinasely forty hours of photo- 
raphic flying were accomplished in the | 
our-day period. Bight loadings of T-ds 
maulti-lens film were exposed, resulting 
in approximately 23,000 prints for de- 
livery to the Sad of Engineers, The 
T-~3A camera operated throughout the en- 
tire period without failure. Approxi- 
mate}y six months will be required for 
the completion of the printing and the 


mounting of the photographs. 
WT some ef the 





To gather a rough 
territory covered during the above pe- 
riod, you may dig out your map of the 
deep South and trace these river basins: 


the Coosa River, from Rome, Ga., to 
Wetumpka, Ala.; the Alabama River from 
Wetumpka to Mobile, Ala.; the Pearl 
River from Edinburg to Bogalusa, Miss.; 
the Chickasawhay from Merrill to Meri- 
dian, Miss.; the Black Warrior River 
from Littleton to Demopolis, Ala., and 
nt Tombigbee from Demopolis to Mobile, 
a 


In addition to the above mentioned 
photographs with the multi-leng cameras, 
approximately 400 oblique photographs 
were taken of the flood areas h the 
single lens cameras for the Corps of En- 
gineers, relief agencies and the press. 

en you try to sum up an estimate of 
the photographic hours covered in a mis- 
Sion and then ace your tiring hours of 
labora tor vig ch rl Ic oy mis- 
ons, embrac an average ro- 
duction of 350 prints in addition to the 
regular daily work of the Section, then 
you have something. But we must add 
that it was a big mission, well done 


| to Major Madarasz 





which has always been one of the mottos 





of the present Photographic Section, for- 
merly the 4th Photo Section, So the re- 
mainder of us here in other departments 
render the eter dg Section a salute 
in recognition of a mission well done. 
May you pyr 4 carry on the splendid 
work, with the good spirit in which it 
has always been done in the past. 


a ae 


WRIGHT FIELD PLAYS HOST TO FUTURE 
FLYING CADETS 


Realizing that the selection of future 
material for training of Cadets at the 
Air Corps Training Center is one of the 
most i rtant tasks in the Air Corps, 
the Flying Cadet Board of Officers at 
the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, took time out from 
a mee — rw meet meron. 
engineering, and supply matters to give 
sou one hamaned boys the once-over, both 
popekensty and mentally. The avalanche 

escended upon the front gate rome ly 
at 8:00 a.m, on Tuesday, April 12th, 
and final details were not completed un- 
til Saturday, April 16th, 

Wright and Patterson Fields combined 
their staffs of Flight Surgeons to give 
the physical examinations and, thanks 
the boys when not be- 
ing actually e ned were entertained 
by reels of movies showing Air Corps 
history, military flying, etc. A Cook's 
Tour of the hangar line was made, and 
some of America's future hopefuls got a 
chance to see the latest planes undergo- 
ing tests pre to acceptance by 
the Air Corps. 

The episode, of course, was not with- 
out its humor. One chap, when asked to 
give an example of a deciarative sen- 
tence, during the written examination, 
wrote: "I thought for a while I might 
be able to pass this examination." 

Here's Repaay he does pass and some 
day —— rom the Fiying School - 
cum iaude. 

---000--- 


Portable Photo hic Laborat 
seeneear en eee pane 5 
the Air Corps Technical Committee and 
recommended for standardization with 
minor changes. These changes have been 
incorporated in the drawings and the 
specification, which have been released 
to the Office, Chief anf the Air Corps, 
for approval, so that a quantity can be 
rocured during the present fiscal year 
or use by the Air Corps activities of 
the GHQ Air Force and the National Guard 
units. 
---000--~ 


Sergeant Alex Westbrook, of the 21st 
Reconnaissance Squadron, GHQ Air Force, 
was a on the retired list at Lang~- 
ley Field, va., April 30, 1938. 


-J< 








ARMY DAY EXERCISES AT KELLY FIELD 


On the morning of April 6th, the stu- 
dents ef the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
Schoel, Kelly Field, Texas, attended a 
demonstration by the Second Division, 
held at Arthur Macirthur Field, Fort San 
Housten, Texas. In the afterncon, com- 
mencing at 2:00 p-B.» @ program was 

iven at Kelly Field, to which the pub- 

ic was invited, This program included 
inspection of airplanes on the line, 
blind landing demonstration, student 
flying (Pursuit and Attack sections) 
inspecticn of the Miniature Range, Link 
Trainer demonstration, and a description 
over a public address system of. the air- 
planes osnererens as well as a descrip- 
tien cf the blind landing method while 
the demonstration was in progress. 

The instrument landing demonstration 
was as fellows: lst Lieut. John H.Bundy, 
Air Corps, with a ov pilot, took off 
under the hood in a BT 
—r the prescribed pattern, he came 
inte the field for a perfect instrument 
landing. He then tuned in on Kelly 
Field's third instrument truck wnich had 
been set up on exhibition in front of 
Post Operations Office, and taxied in, 
using the radio compass until he reached 
the ramp before he opened the hood. The 
large crowd present applauded, and "Hal" 
blashed but would not stend up and take 
a bow. ‘the entire instrument lancing 
systom was excellently explained cver a 
public address system dur the cemon- 
stration by 2nd Lieut. William Eades, 
Air Reserve, The large crowd present 
showed considerable interest in this de- 
monstration, and favorable publicity ap- 
peared in the local press. 

Lieut. Bundy is in charge of instru- 
ment landing instruction at the Air 
Corps Advanced Flying School. He quali- 
fied last fall at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio. Captain C.B, McAllister, who re- 
cently reported at Kelly Field, also 
qualified at Wright Field, 

The officers who have recently quali- 
fied at Kelly Field, Texas, are Captain 
¥.G,. Bryte, 
2nd Lieut. M.F, Stalder. Others who are 
peo toh age this instruction in airplanes 
include Major C.Z, Crumrine, lst Liecuts. 
C,H. Pottenger, D.S. Campbell, and 2nd 
Lieut. W. Eades. Numerous others have 
been working on the Link Trainer. 

Instrument landing instruction is pro- 
qreesing slowly but surely at Kelly 

ield, the difficulty being in obtaining 
the use of the airdrome, as the present 
larger student classes usually necessi- 
ay flying instruction being given all 


---000--- 


Lieut. Colonel Howard J. Houghland and 
eg Merrick G, Estabrook, Jr., who 
heid temporary commissions in their re- 
spective grades, were given permanent 
appointments to such grades, with rank 
from April 1, 1938. 


airplane. After | 


st Lieut. S.E. Anderson and | 


MAXWELL FIELD ALMOST ESCAPES FLOOD. 


| Water, water, everywhere and all too 
'muddy to drink, seemed to be the. talk 

| around Maxwell Fielc, Ala., from about 
‘the 8th until the lltn of dpril. ‘The 

' exceedingly heavy rains around this sec- 
| tion and farther north caused the Ala- 

| bama, Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers to go 
| on a rampage and inflict considerable 

| damagé throughout this section and be- 

| tween Maxwell Field and the coast, but 

| thanks to the Alabama Power Company with 
| its locks at Jordan and Mitchell Dams, 

| Which held back the waters from above to 
| @ great extent, and distributing it 

. through its — after it began reced- 
| the high peak at the Air 

! reached 54 feet, The 
| of 60 feet occurred 
flood of 1896, and every- 
| One was glad to hear that the peak this 
i time was some six feet lower, for 
Maxwell Field was beginning to show the 
effects of the muddy waters on both the 
lower side of the flying field and the 
Ordnance Magazine area, as well as the 
Officers! quarters in the area nearest 
the Alabama River. Several of the 
Ordnance Magazines were completely sur- 
rounded by water, necessitating the re- 
moval of ammunition to higher grounds 
-and placing it under guard for several 

| days. 

' About nine holes of the beautiful 
‘golf course could only be reached by a 


ing below, 
‘Corps station — 
| all-time ~~ Pp 

during the big 


| Geep sea diver, as the water on tha 
ipart of the solf course was under at 


|; least 15 or 2O feet of water, 

| Captain Pratt, of the Headquarters and 

,Heacquarters Squeaeen, Air Corps Tactic- 

al Scacool, the Photographic Officer, 

| with ais entire Section were pressed 

‘into service. Working both day and 

‘night, photographs were takén of the 

|high water areas in Alabama and adjoin- 

‘ing States, and from Maxwell Field to 

| the coast, Just how many square miles 

|were covered in this sa Pe 4 Bye pro- 

[ows is not known, bui it will run into 

‘. figures, 

| e supply of water to the post and 

| the City of Montgomery was threatened 
but, fortunately, the flood stage did 

/not quite reach the water supply plant. 

(all Squadrons, however, were warned to 

'fill all possible empty containers with 

|weter, including the bath tubs, for 

|reserve in case the water plent was 

| flooded out. 


| 
{ 


---000--- 


Technical Sergeant Max Simon, of the 
13th Air Base Squacron, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., is the latest old-timer who con- 
pleted thirty years of honorable service 
with the U.S, Army. April 30th brought 
to a close his army career. Sergean 
Simon joined the U,S, Army on November 7, 
1908, He has received nine honorable . 
'discharge certificates, all bearing the le 
notation: "Character: Epcetient,” 
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ECHOES FROM THE FLORIDA MANZUVERS 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


end Bombardment Group: 
<n arch Tt -T0s3 the 2nd Bombardment 


Group arrived in Orlando for two weeks 
of cooperative mansuvers with the letest 
type Pursuit from Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Lepping into the middle of summer 
from the chilly spring weather of Lengley 
Yield, the officers adjusted themselves 
easily to the warm ved ha bd of this 
attractive southern city. For two weeks 
the 2nd Group and the people of Orlando 
interwove their friendships until it was 
with deep regret that the snips took off 
for home on the 29th of March, 

The cfficers of the 2nd Group are now 
members of all the notorious organiza- 
tions ia Florida. Without disclosing 
all, suffice it to say, we are Panthers, 
Flying Alligators, etc, 

The 96th Bombardment Squadron climaxed 
the Florida maneuvers by partici ating 
in an aerial review of the 2nd Wing, fly- 
ing over Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota, 
Lakeland, Orlando, Daytona Beach and 
Jacksonville, On March 28th, three of 
our B-17's assisted the 2nd Bombardment 
Group in ferrying to Selfridge Field 
Mich,, 111 enlisted men from Tampa air 
base of the lst Pursuit Group. e6e 
same planes returned to Orlando the next 
morning to ferry our own combat echelon 
home, 

March 14th to March 30th, the 20th 
Bombardment Squadron was in the field 
with the 2nd Bombardment a as part 
of the 2nd Wing Maneuvers. e entire 
Group was stationed at Orlando, Florida. 
Due to the shortage of officer — 
it was not eset gs wa to operate as 
three individual squadrons, and it was 
decided to attach the 49th and 96th 
Squadrons to the 20th, so that the 
staffs of the former would de available 
for flying. Before and after the maneuv- 
ers, e B-17's were used as transports 
to ferry ce Field personnel to 
and from Tampa, Florida. No per diem 
money was available for the maneuvers 
and consequently the ferry crews would 
have had considerable expense had it not 
been for the fact that Selfridge Field 
officers were kind enough to put them up 
in their own homes. 


8th Pursuit -Group: 
0) "Sun Tannet Warriors" (35th Pur- 


‘or 
suit Squadron) who returned from the 
Florida maneuvers have achieved an envi- 
able record in aerial combat, and it 
comes by good authority to your humble 
correspondent that all phases of ground 
Operations were given due consideration. 
ose who remained at Langley during the 
roo ag continued and qualified in 


pilots have been busy getting in the 
required instrument and night time, 
Nisht flying has been the order on all 

| nights that the weather permitted. Also, 
tae crew chiefs and assistants have all 
been busy pulling 40's and otherwise 


| cCheaning gens the two weeks epent in 


Florida, was a swell job they did 
down there, so 
are due congrat 


t, Nero and all the men 
ations. 


THE JOINT ARMY-NAVY MANEUVERS IN HAWAII 
By the Luke Field Correspondent 


Sth Bombardment Group: . 

The annual period of maneuvers for the 
Hawaiian Department has just closed, and 
all hands are reassembling their wits, 
strength and multitudinous loose ends. 
The Group participated in recent Navy 
Exercises and gained much valuable in- 











-40, 
Since the 2nd Wing Maneuvers, the 36th 


formation as to its problems inherent in 
the defence mission in the islands. 
Weather conditions were unusually poor 
during the period, but no casualties 
were suffered during the "war," 


During the latter part of March, the 
23rd Bombardment Squadron served in a 
duel capacity. Many of its members were 
assigned to other squadrons to partici- 
in the vie AL activities during 

he maneuvers, while the rest of the 
Squadron were busy assenbling the B-18's 
which arrived on the Transport MEIGS 
late in the month. The maintenance crew 
has been working early and late getting 
these ships ready to fly, and on March 
Slst the first two were given their 
flight test, with Major Harris, super- 
vising the assembly of these ships, at 
the controls. Major Beaton, the Com- 
manding Officer of the 23rd, was co- 
pilot on both of these test flights. The 
remaining airplanes were scheduled to be 
iven their flight test on April lst or 
nd. With this modern equipment, the 
Squadron expects to maintain a high de- 
a of efficiency in all phases of its 
raining. 

The SOth Reconnaissance Squadron par- 
ticipated in the joint maneuvers with 
the Navy from noon on March 25th until 
the evening of March cOth. We were con- 
stantly on the alert during the hours 
from 4:00 a.m, until dark each night. 
Each morning at 4:30 a.m., saw us in the 
air, March 26th was the only exception 
to this schedule, and on this date we 
gat on the ground for the entire 24 
hours, March 27th was another easy day, 
with only two hours and 20 minutes in 
the air for the entire Squadron, How- 
ever, the other four days of the exer- 
cises saw plenty of action, and we were 
all glad when the exercise ended. 

The Ms Bombardment Squadron, with 

Continued on Page 10). 
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BAND MUSIC THROUGH PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM | 


The absence of bands at Air Corps sta- 
tions need no longer apply at a 
Field, according to the News Letter Cor- | 
respondent. He states that through the 
installation of a public address system 
in the Cadet Administration Building, it 
is now possible to hear the latest band 
music several times weekly as the cadets | 
drill to the stirring marches of the na- | 
tion's best military bands. 

The installation, to be used primarily 
in assisting flying cadets with two left 
feet to march in step with their brother 
flying cadets, consists of a pick-up an- 
athe unit in the office of the Cadet 

tficer of the Day, connected with four 
loud speakers; two mounted at the north-_ 
west corner and two at the northeast 
corner cf the Cadet Administration Build- 
ing. The volume is sufficient to onable 
groups Grilling at the farthest point on 
the drill field to hear the wusic with- | 
out cifficulty despite the constant dron-, 
ing of airplane engines or the direction 
of the wind, 

In addition to drill, it is contemplat- 
ed to use the system for sounding calls, 
and with the instellation of e micro- 
phone, orders will be published by loud 

eaker. In an quarnenay the system 
will afford rapid communication directly 
from tne Cadet Administration Building. 


| ae 





NEWS; Wayne Thomas, Chicago TRIBUNE; 
Maurice Roddy, Chicago DAILY TIMES; ‘Lyle 
A. Brookover, AMERICAN AVIATION, Washing- 
ton; Don Rose, Philadelphia LEDGER; 
Julius Frandsen, UNITED PRESS, New York; 
Paul Frederickson, New York TIMES ; Garet 





| Cate, New York WORLD-TELSGRAM; W.E, 


Locher, Pittsburgh. SUN-TELEGRAPH; G.F, 
AERO DIGEST, New York; Henry 
E, Ward, Pittsburgh PRESS; H.N. Beck, 
Chicago AMERICAN; Dick Kirschbaum, New- 


‘ark EVENING NEWS; C.B, Colby, AIR TRAILS, 


New York; C.M, Sievert, New York WORLD- 
TELEGRAM; Avery McBee, Baltimore SUN; 


Tom Compere, New York HERALD-TRIBUNE; 
Andy Kelly, TWA representative; Dan 
' Sayer, AVIATION, New York; Alice Kappene- 


| man, Burbank, air transport hostess. 


---000-~-- 


A PHOTO LABORATORY IN A CELLAR 


Staff Sergeant R.M. Bishop, who con- 


pleted the course in aerial photography 


et the Air Corps Technicel School at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., came to 
Moffett Field, Calif., on June 20, 1937, 
and izmediately organized a Photo Sec- 
tion, 

Picking out the cellar in the Adminis- 


tration Building as the most likely 


Place for the activities of the Section, 
Sergeant Bishop drew plans for power 


lines, drains, dark rooms, developing 


rooms, storage and sundry things that go 


_to maxe up a photo section or labora- 


NEWSPAPER MEN VISIT MARCH FIELD 


A group of newspaper men from various 
eastern pomapreers and aviation azines 
visited Marc ield, Rivsrside, Calif., 
on April 2nd, anc inspected the latest 
in military aircraft and eonipment as 
guests of Brigadier General Delos OC. 
Emmons, Commanding General of the lst 
Wing, GHQ Air Force, and Lieut. Colonel 
Carlyle H, Wash, Commanding Officer of 
March Field. The guests arrived aboard 
a TVA transport from the Burbank Airport | 
at 10:00 a.m, , 

The visitors were conducted on a tour | 
of inspection of the field by Major 
Early ¥.W. Duncan, Public Relations Of- | 
ficer of March Field, and were shown 
bombs and ordnance equipment, parachutes | 
and the latest type Attack and Bombard- 
ment airplanes, 

For several days the members of the | 
group were the guests of Paramount Studi- 
Os, watching the filming of "Men With 
Wings." They left March Field at noon 
for Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif. 
where they inspected the new DC-4 giant 
transport recently completed at the 
Douglas aircraft plant. Upon the con- 

letion of their inspection, Don Douglas, 
resident of the Douglas Aircraft Corpo- | 
ration, was host to the group at a 
luncheon, 

In the party were Edward P, Flynn, New | 
York POST; Gerald Duncan, New York DAILY | 


-1 


| 


| approximate 


| 6rs. 


y and, after the approval of Major 


tor 
'Bushrod Hopoin, Air Corps, Commandi 
Officer of the 82nd Observation Squad- 


ron, the Quartermaster Utilities took 
his plans and went to work on them, 
Today that cellar houses a fully 


| equipped Photo Laboratory, with a per- 
| sonnel of eight men, four of whom are 
| graduates of the Air Corps Technical 


chool, 
With KSB cameras, they have photograph- 


/ed all tue landing fields in California 


and part of Nevada, covering an area of 
130 square miles with 
mosaics, oblicues and verticals, They 


are now engaged in topographical mapping 


of 1,000 square miles. 


| ---000--- | 
Joint Maneuvers in Hawaii (From Page 9). 


two flights attached from the 4th and 
SOth Reconnaissance Squadrons just fin- 
ished taking part in the recent maneuv- 
A provisional Bombardment Squadron 
Was Cypgenneds. with four airplanes in 
each flight, and one extra for the Squad- 
ron Commander, making a total of 13 air- 
planes. 





---000--— 


The designation of the 5th Composite 
Group, luke Field, T.H., was changed to 
the "5th Bombardment Group." "Since its 
major mission is that of Bombardment, " 
says the News Letter Correspondent, "the 
change was appropriate." 
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AIR MANEUVERS IN NORTHEASTERN STATES 


The War Department recently announced 
its approval of plans for the concentra- 
tion and maneuvers of the General Fead- 
garers Air Force during the month of 

. Participating in these maneuvers 
will be 468 officers and 2380 enlisted 
men, utilizing 131 airplanes, This 
force will move from its various bases 
throughout the country during the period 
from May lst to llth, to poor on vari- 
ous airdromes in the Northeastern States. 

From May 12th to 17th, inclusive, in- 
tensive training will be held, with all 


The remainder of the month will be 


|ficers, 136 enlisted men 





jenlisted men, 10 A-17A's, from Barksdale 
\Field, to Allentown, Pa. 
| 8th Attack Squadron, 20 officers, 130 
enlisted men, 12 A-18's, from Barksdale 
| Field, to Lancaster, Pa, 

18th Reconnaissance Squadron, 49 offi- 
cers, 181 enlisted men, 9 B-18's and 1 
OA-8, from Mitchel Field, N.Y., to re- 
main at that station. 

3rd Wing Headquarters, GHQ Air Force, 
25 officers, 110 enlisted men, 5 A-17's, 
from Barksdale Field, La., to Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. 

8th Pursuit Group Headquarters, 20 of- 

s, from 





5 PB-2 


units of the Air Force partici ating... |Laugley field, Va., to Miller Field, New 


up with Command Post Exercises, staff 
training and critiques, and the movement 
of units from their temporary airdromes 
back to their home bases. 

The 131 airplanes to be employed in 
these maneuvers are enumerated by types 
as follows: 14 A-17's, 30 A-1L7A's and 12 
A-18 Attack planes; 8 B-17 and 34 B-18 
Bombardment planes; 15 each of PB-2 and 
P-26 Pursuit planes; 2 0-36 Cargo planes 
and one OA-8 Amphibian plane. 

The dispositions of the participating 
GHQ Air Force units for the period of 
the Exercises will be as follows: 

lst Wing egy ET gett ee. GHQ Air Force, 
24 officers, 110 enlisted men, 1 C-36, 
1 B-l8 and 5 A-17's from March Field, 
Riverside, Calif., to New Haven, Conn. 

19th Bombardment Group Headquarters 
20 officers, 118 enlisted men, 5 B-18 
from March Field to Schenectady, N.Y. 

30th Bombardment Squadron, 31 sfficers, 
115 enlisted men, 5 B-18's, from March 
Field to Alb — » * 

17th Attack Gro Headquar ters, 20 of- 
ficers, 98 enlisted men, 5 A-17A's, 
March Field, to Groton, Conn. 

95th Attack Squadron, 20 officers, 105 
enlisted men, id A-17A's, from March’ 
Field, to Rentschler Field, Hartford, 

onn, 

7th Bombardment Group, 20 officers,118 
enlisted men, 5 B-18's, from Hamilton 
Field, Calif., to Westfield, Mass. 

Sth Bombardment Squadron, 31 officers, 
115 enlisted men, 5 B-18's, from Hamil- 
ton Field, Calif., to Brainard Field, 
Hartford, Conn, 

2nd Wing Headquarters, GHQ Air Force, 
25 officers, 148 enlisted men, 1 C-36 
1 B-18 and 4 A-17's, from Langley Fiela, 
Va., to Middletown, Pa. 

2nd Bombardment Group, 21 officers,156 
enlisted men, 3 B-18's, from Langle 
Field, to Phillips Field, Aberdeen 
ing Ground, Md. 

9th Bombardment Squadron, 42 officers, 
239 enlisted men, 8 B-17's, from Langley 
Field, to Harrisburg, Pa. 

ord Attack Group 
cers, 98 enlisted men, 5 A-17A's, from 
Barksdale Bield, Shreveport, La., to 


Is, 


rov- 


iDelos C. Emmons, Air Co 


Dorp, N.Y. 
bth Pursuit Squadron, 20 officers, 
108 enlisted men, 10 PB-2's, from Langley 
Field, to Seversky Field, Farmingdale, 
L.I., New York, 
20 
Fs, 


20th Pursuit Group Headquarters 
officers, 95 enlisted men, 5 P-26 
from Barksdale Field, to Roosevelt Field, 


jL.1., New York. 


55th Pursuit Squadron, 20 efficers, 95 
enlisted men, 10 P-26's, from Barksdale 


|Field, to Floyd Bennett Airport, L.I., 
iNew York, 


The First Wing sf the GHQ Air Force 
will be commanded by Brigadier General 
6; the Second 
Arnold N, 


Wing by Brigadier Genera 
and the Third = 
tin, 


Krogstad, Air Corps 
be Brigadier Genera 
Air Corps. 


Frederick L. Mar 


---000--- 
DROPPING HOT FOOD TO DOUGHRBOYS 
On March 25, 1938, the 18th Pursuit 


from !Group, Wheeler Field, T.H., was ordered 


to drop six aerial delivery containers 
with food to a detached post of the 2nd 
Battalion, 2lst Infantry, Northwest of 


Puuiki at Coordinate 85.2 - 02.2. The 
containers were to be dropped upon the 
display of green signal flares by ground 


units. 

This exercise proved valuable training 
for air and ground units, and demon- 
strates that food and water can be de- 
livered to lost or maronned parties, 

Here is how a Honolulu newspaper de- 
scribed this incident: 

"Six swift warbirds of the Air Corps 
Twenty-sixth Attack Squadron soared high 
above a detachment of advancing dough- 
boys in the rugged country northwest of 
Puuiki yesterday to eg containers of 
hot food by parachutes to the weary 
infantrymen in one of the most spectacu- 
lar combat tests staged during the 
—- current war games. 

With each plane having one of the 


eadquarters, 20 offi-heavy food containers aboard, the battle 


squadron took off from Wheeler Field at 
5 p.m, to drop their big 'dinner buck- 





Camden, NJ. 


13th Attack Squadron, 20 officers, 109. 


ets' to a party ef approximately 40 men 
Continued on Page 12 se 
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. REDESIGNATION OF THE 75TH SERVICE SQUADRON 
By Private lst Cl. Joseph A. Mesaris 


On March 1, 1938, in compliance with , 
orders issued by the War Department, the 
75th Service Squadron, Air Corps, sta- 
tioned at Wheeler Field, Schofield Bar- 
racks, T.H., was redesignated "Base Head- 

uarters and i8th Air Base Squadron, Air 


orps." 

ee 3 the twenty odd years of its 
life, this Squadron probably has witness- 
ed more changes and redesignations than 
any other organization in the Army of 
the same e. 

Original y he, CO at Waco, Texas, 
on January <2, 1917, as the 75th Aero 
Service Squadron, it was transferred en 
masse to Gerstner Field, Lake Cherles, 
La., on March lst of the same year and, 
four months later, on July 15, 1917, it 
was redesignated "Squadron 'g! Gerstner 
Field." This redesignation, however, 
barely had time to become known official; 
ly when, a days later, it was again 
redesignated, this time as "Squadron 'D,' 
Gerstner Field." 

The newly baptized Squadron "D" immedi- 
ately adopted several tiny orphan organi- 
zations, with the result that it soon 
multiplied its authorized strength ten- 
fold, so that on August 14, 1917, suffi- 
cient officers and men were extracted 
from the organization to form the 487th 
Aero Squadron at Kelly Field, Texas, un- 
der the command of Captain Scott, who 
retained command of the Squadron uniil a 
few days prior to its entraining, on 
October 27, 1917, for the Concentration 
Cam at Garden City, Long Islend, New 
York, when he was relieved by Captain 
Edward K, Jonés, the latter staying with 
the organization until it was settled in 
France. 

On December 4, 1917, the Squadron 
boarded the §.S. NORTHUAND end set sail 
for Halifax, N.S., where it remained un- 
til December 15th, when the officers and 
men once more "hit the high seas." 

Ten days later, Christmas Dey, anchor 
was dropped in the harbor of Liverpool, 
England, From Liverpool the Squadron 
pushed onward, by meens of rail end 
watsr wESREROS Ta200. to Southampton, Le 
Havre, St. xient, and finally Romoran- 
tun-et-cher. It was at this last stop 
that the greatest production center for 
the essemoling and testing of planes was 
concentrated efter construction was com- 
pleted by the then 487th Constructien 
Squadron, then under the command of Cap- 
tain William A. Campbell. Several in- 
teresting volumes have been written of 
the experiences of the officers and men 
while enroute to and during their en- 

c ent at Romorantun-Loire~et-cher. 

Shortly after the war, and while 
praises were still ringing in the cars 
of its meee te the 487th was demobiliz- 





which was later constituted en inactive 
unit on October 18, 1927. It was re- 
designated 75th Service Squadron, Air 
Corps, on May 8, 1929, and made active 
on September 15, 1930, at which time it 
beceme part of the 18th Pursuit Group 
at Wheeler Field, 1.H, 
Now, after an all time record of eight 
years without ty the 487th, or the 

Sth Aero Service Squadron or, still, 
Squadrons "5" or "D," Gerstner Field,is 
again redesignated - "Base Headquarters 
and 18th Air Base Squadron, Air Corps." 
But the passing years, or the various 
redesignations to keep in tune with 
modern times and military customs, can 
never take from those who served with 
the organization, under whatever name 
you wish, cither as charter members or 
adopted children, the fond memory of 
the unceniable pride in having been a 
act of the corgenization whose outstand- 
ng record, both in peace and war, 
speoks for itself. 

Ed. Note: The author of this article, a mem 
ber cf the organization whose history he has 
briefly recorded, is also responsible for the 
cover design with its Hawaiian atmosphere and 
the insignia of the Base Headquarters and 18th 
Air Base Squadron, featuring this issue of the 
Air Corps ‘ee Letter. Private Mesaris sketch- 
ed the design on a mineograph stencil. In ex- 


| tending our thanks to him, we hope to hear from 


him agein soon. 
---000--- 


Dropping Hot Food (From Page l}). 


of the 2nd battalion, 2lst Infantry, 30 
minutes later, Taey then returned to 
their Wheeler Field bese. : 

Lt. Frank F, Everest led the planes on 
this mission. * * * As the fast ships 
located the advancing Infantrymen far 
below, they let go their containers 
filled with hot food. The parachutes 
snapped open after a dizzy plunge,float- 
ing the welcome rations gently to the 
ground, An entire six-course dinner 
inciuding sovrp, bread and meat, was 
thereby swiztly delivered to the men at 
the front. 

Jus» as fast was the work of the 
phe*+ographic plane which filmed the op- 
6retion, Flown by Lt. Jemes Olive, with 
Staff Sgt. Marvin Williams handling the 
Camera, pictures were taken of the food 
conta; ners floating to the ground, of 
the infantrymen sampling the contents, 
and of the fast attack ships in action, 
rushed back to Wheeler Field, developed 
and printed within - hour." : 

rs eleer 


Major Lotha A, Smith, Instructor at the 
Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, 





ed and reconstituted and consolidated Ala., is under orders to proceed to 
with the 75th Aero Service Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., for duty. 6 
«lz V-7714, A.C. 





TRAINING ARMY AIRMEN TO FLY AUTOGIRO | 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


Before many months will have passed,it 
is anticipated that six new autogiros 
will be on the flying line at Patterson 
Field, Fairfield, Ohio, for the purpose 
of training Air Corps pilots and mechan- 
ics in flight and maintenance of this 
type of aircraft. 

or some qeers the Materiel Division 
at Wright Field has been studying and 
conducting experimental tests on this 
type of equipment. Recently the experi- 
mental model at nig mg Field passed ac- 
ceptance tests and is now Air Corps pro- 
perty. As a result of orders placed for | 
six additional autogiros of the same 
type and model, three are now ready for 
delivery to the Air Corps and three more | 
will be ready for delivery by May 16th. 

Present plaus are to transfer the ex- 
eS mocel now at Wright Field to 

atterson Field to form one of a fleet 
of autogiros to be used for training 
purposes, The first of the six new auto 

iros will be delivered to the National 

dvisory Comnittee for Aeronautics at 
Langley Field, Va., for further research | 
and experimental purposes. The remaining 
five will join the one from Wright Field | 
at Patterson Field. 

The first class of students, who will 
be drawn from the various Air Corps 
fields, will consist of four officers 
and five mechanics. This class, schedul- 
ed to start about April 18th, will offer 
@ six weeks' training course. A second 
class, also of six weeks' duration and 
to follow immediately, will consist of 
five student pilots and four mechanics, 
so that at the completion of training of 
the second class, the Air Corps will 
have a total of twelve autogiro officer 
pilots and twelve mechanics skilled in 
autogiro maintenance and operation prob- 
lems, includi the three officer pilot 
instructors and three mechanics previ- 
ously trained. 

These autogiro classes will be conduct- 
ed under the direction of Lieut. Colonel 
Junius H, Houghton, of Patterson Field, 
who will serve as Commandant, The in- 
structors will be Lieuts. H.F. Gregory, 
E.S. Nichols and G.H, Snyder, all of the 
Air Corps. 

When the two classes are completed, it 
is planned to send the autogiros to vari- 
our stations for further service testing 
to determine their value as used in co- 





| 
i 
| 
{ 
- 
, 
' 
| 


Operation with ground forces of the 
Previous service testing with the type 
now at Wright Field has included wor 
with the Coast Artillery Board and 
School, Fort Monroe, Va.; Infantry Board 
and School, Fort Benning, Ga.; Field Ar- 
tillery Board at Fort Breas N,C.; Field 
Artillery School at Fort ii. Oicla. ; 
Cavalry Board and School at Fort Riley, 
Kansas, and with the Mechanized Cavalry 
Brigade at Fort Knox, Ky. 
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| their men folk stay a 


| stating that the 


| the taree stay-at-homes, 


PURSUITERS CONTINUALLY ON THE GO 


"In just a few more weeks now," wrote 
the News Leiter Correspondent of the 
Base Headquarters and érd Air Base Squad- 
ron receutly, "we hope to have gathered 
everyone back from the Everglades - so 
they can kiss their wives goodbye and 
ge* off to the GHQ Maneuvers in New York. 

ough at least fifty percent of the 
fellows have been threatened with di- 
vorce during the late Florida exercises 
of the Second Wing, wives and children 
have now been lulled into a cataleptic 
state of. just not giving a hoot whether 

t home or not. Some 
of them have even called attention to 
rejected proposals from Naval officers, 
might have been assur- 
ed of at least fifty percent of their 
husbands! rer! presence. 

"rom the latest indications there 


| will be about three officers left here 


at Selfricge wg the May maneuvers. 
Mauch practice in the art of bag-holding 
and weather flights is anticipated for 
However - 
vivors of the late Maneuvers of 1938 
claim their budgets won't stand much 
more strain, 

"There are at the present time a larger 
number of officers here for duty than at 
any time since the World War, and many 
are wondering when they will get some- 
thing to fly. Most of the officers are 
Reserves, of course, but the flying is 
areal problem, The last of our well- 
loved and well-worn P-26's left for 
Barksdale Field yesterday, and all P-6's 
are leaving at any moment. The 
Severeky's are restricted to local 
flights pending a minor ceenge in the 
engines, and there are only twenty-one 
of them in commission anyway. . ‘ 


‘Oh, well!" 


| 
| 
| 


j 
| 
| 
| 
i 
\ 


---000--— 
ASSIGNMENT OF C. & G.S, SCHOOL GRADUATES 


Special Orders of the War Dope ents 
recently issued, direct that the follow- 
ing-named Air Corps officers, effective 
upon the completion of their present 
course of instruction at the Command and 
General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, proceed to the Air Corps sta- 
tions indicated after their names for 
assignment to duty: 
p Mejor Ral L, Owens to Hamilton Field, 

alif, 

SS James F, Bevans to Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. 

Captain John R, Hawkins to Selfridge 
Fielc, Mich, 

Captains Edmund C. Lynch and Willard 
R. Wolfinbarger to Langley Field, Va. 

Captain Earle E, Partridge to Maxwell 
Field, Alabama, ‘ 

m=O 0-—— 
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ACTIVITIES AT HICKAM FIELD 


| 
The first week in March saw signs of | 
eae ly activity around the hangar of the 

ord Bombardment Squadron, Luke Field, 
Hawaii, With the transfer of all the of- 
fices of this organization to Hickam 
Field, all equipment and supplies were 
loaded int» trucks and moved to that new | 
station, All of the B-l2A airplanes of 
the 23rd Squadron were assigned to the 
two Observation squadrons, and the full | 
time of the personnel of the 23rd was de- 
voted to becoming established in their 
new location."At Hickam Field," says the 
News Letter Correspondent, "we again be- 
came pioneers, but after a few hectic 
days managed to get set up in normal 
style," 

Maintenance crews from the 2érd have 
been working with the 3lst Bombardment 
Squadron, since the arrival in Hawaii of 
=f organization from Hamilton Field, 
va . 

"We are getting acquainted with the 
new B-16's," continues our Correspondent, 
"so that when cur ships arrive we won't 
be ae pig td at sca, From all indica- 
tions the transition period for pilots 
and maintenance crews will be an inter- 
esting one, and we are all looking for- 
ward to the day when our quota of ships 
arrive," 


---~000--- 


' three of this t ; 
| gembled for simultaneous flight. 


FLYING TRAINING ON THE AUTOGIRO 
Supplementing the article on the 


| above subject, which appears on page 13 
| of this issue of the News Letter, ter 


information thereon was submitted by the 
Materiel Division Correspondent, as fol- 


| lows: 


On Wednesday morning, April 20th, stu- 


dents and instructors assembled at Pat- 
| terson Field, Fairfield, Ohio, for open- 


i elesses of the first school to be 
held in this country for military flight 
dara | and maintenance of the autogiro. 
On the flying line were three autogiros 


‘being warmed up for flight, and this in- 
' cident also savored of 


he historic, for 
it was believed to be the first time for 
e of aircraft to be as- 
It was 
expected that delivery of the fourth 


| autogiro of six would be made on April 
| 21st, and the final two of the fleet 
| shortly thereafter. 


The pilot's course in flight of the 
eutogiro will cover complete mastery of 
autogiro flight technique, including 250 
hours in the air for each student, The 
maintenance course for crew chiefs will 
cover instruction in pre-flight and 4C- 


| hour inspection, and all problems of ad- 
_gustment and upkeep. 


_ The commandant of this autogiro school 
is the Commanding Officer of Patterson 


| Field, Lieut. Colonel Junius H.Houghton. 


CHINA SEA TO OREGON COAST IN TWO YEARS 


The instructors are Lieuts. H, F. Progeny » 
ning 


Officer in Charge; E.S. Nichols, Trai 


The Randolph Field Correspondent for- 
warded to us a photostatic copy of a 
message, as foliows: 

"At sea on board U.S. Army Transport 
Grant July 31, 1936. 

Margaret Ann Hastcy 

Tommy Hastey Jr. 

Randolipa Field, Texas." 

Almost two years later this message 
reached Randolph Field, with an inguiry 
added thereea, as follows: 

"This note was found in a bottle cn 
Wi-Ne-Ma Beach, located in South 
Tillamosk county, Oregon, March 28th, 
1938, We were wonder ing where it was 
cast into the water as it took so long 
to drift in, 

Very truly yours, 
ie) Steppa 
retown, Oregon." 

The ere was placed in a bottle and 
dropped in the China Sea by Lieut. 
Colonel Thomas W. ay & Air Corps, for 
his two children, when he and his family 
were returning to the United States fol- 
lowi the completion of his tour of 
duty in the eee 

—-—-—0U0--— 


During March, the Engincering Depart- 
ment of the San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, overhauled 20 airplanes 
and 54 engines and repaired 56 airplanes 
and 19 engines. 


| Benning, 
| I1l1l.; LM, Clingler, Chanute Field, I 


and Operations, and G,H, Snyder, Ingin-. 
' eering and Supply. 


The officers reporting for flight 
training are Lieuts. P.z. Gabel, of 


‘Mitchel Field, N.Y.; J.D. Rutledge, 
‘Moffett Field, Cealif.; James Van Q. 
| Wilson, Scott Field, Ill., and FF, 
‘Hunter, Jr., Pope Field, WN. 


©. The en- 
listed men reporting for the maintenance 


course are Privates R.J. Sorenson, of 


Fort Sill, Okla.; R.G. Franks, Fort 
a.: F.M, White, Scott 7.048, 


and F,0, Mallinson, 
The instructors of this latter course 


'are Corporal J.M. Teten and Private F,0, 


Sill, of Langley Field, Va., and Private 
Jack’ Felt, or Fort Sill, Okla. 

Lieut. Gregory received his autogiro 
flight training at lang. ey Field with 
the National Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics about two years ago. He and 
Lieut. Nichols for the first time in 
history accomplished telephone communica- 
tion between heavier-than-air craft and 
the ground, the heavier-than-air craft 
used being an autogiro. 


Effective May 1, 1938, Captair John M, 
Sterling, Air Corps, was relieved from 
Guty at Selfridge Field, Mich,, and as- 
cigned to the American Embassy, Paris, 
France, for cuty as Assistant Military 


i Attache for Air to France and Be 


-14. 
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OBITUARY | 


Second, Lieutenant Robert B, Hubbard, Air 
Corps (Infantry), met his death on April 





14th as the resuit of an airplane crash. | 


He was flying a BT-9 one-half mile north 
or Kreuger Field, Texas, when tne air- 

Jane, irom causes undetérmined, spun 
into the ground. 

Lieut. Hubbard, a resident of New York 
rit graduated from the United States 
Ail tary Academy, West Foint, N.Y¥., on 
June 12, 1937, and was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of Infantry. Upon his 
application he was assigned as student 
to uncergo flying training at the Air 
Compe Training Center. He commenced 
training with the Octover, 1937, class 
at Randolpou Field. 

Accidents are always tragic, but when 
death strikes one so young and s0 soon 
after graduation from the ste sg | 
Academy, and on the threshold of his new 
career, it seems doubly so. The Air | 
Corps sends its profound symmathy to the | 
benyares relatives of the deceased young 
officer. 
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RESERVE OFFICERS COMPETE FOR REGULAR 
COMMISSIONS 


Under the provisions of the Thomason 
Act (H.R. 6250, 74th Congress, 2 ying 
August 30, 1935), approximately Air 
Reserve officers recently took the exam- 
inatien for appointment as second lieut- 
enant in the Air Corps, Regular Army. 

The Act above referred to provides 
that for a period of ten years, begin- 
ning July 1, 1936, the Secretary of War 
is authorized to select annually, in ad- 
dition te the graduates from the United 
States Military Academy, fifty Reserve 
efficers who shall be commissioned in 
the Regular Army, the Secretary of War | 
to determine for each annual increment | 
the number to be allotted among the pro- 
motion list branches of the Army. 

According to the latest. information 
obtainable, the tentative allotment to |, 
the Army Air Corps out of the increment 
of fifty new: cfficers to be addcd. to 
the Army for the next fiscal Teer under 
the Thomason Act, is eight. t would 
seem, therefore, that only 16% of the 
50 Air Reserve officers wno took the com 
petitive examination for a permanent con- 
mission are likely to realize their am- 
bition, 0 

———9U0 -—— 


Three Air Corps officers, now pursning 
courses of instruction at civilian tech- 
nical schools, are under orders for duty 
at the Air Corps Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, upon the 
completion of such courses. ese offi- 
cerg and the institutions they are now 
attending as students are as follows: 

lst Lieut. Frederick R, Dent, Jr., 





Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 


-15- 


a 


Cambridge, Mass. y 

lst Lieut. Donald J, Kiern, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

lst Lieut. Donald L, Putt, California 
Institute of Technology, Pasadena, Calif, 


mma OD: OW 


WAR DEPARTMSNT ORDERS 
Changes oi Station 


To Maxwell Field, Ala.: Major John M, 
McDonnell, from Wrienat Field, Ohio; Capt. 
William L, Ritchie, from Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of War, Washington, 
D.c., for duty as student at Air Corps 
Tactical School, 1938-1939 course. 

To Inglewood, Calif.: Major Franklin 0. 
Carroll, from duty as student at Air 
Corps Tactical School, Maxwell Field, 
Ala., to duty as Assistant Air Corps 
District Representative, Western Procure- 
ment District. 

To Patterson Field, Ohio: 2nd Lieuts. 
Hollingsworth F. Gregcry and Erickson 

















S. Nichols, from Langley Field, Va. 

To Lenzley.Field, Va.: Captain Herbert 

K, Seteror from Bolling Field, D.C. 
Orders Revoked 

Assignment or Ist Lieut. Wilson H. 
heal, of March Field, for duty as stu-. 
dent at Air Corps Technical School, 
Chanute Field, I1l1., in Maintenance 
Engineering course. 

Assignment of 2nd Lieut. Lester §.- 
Harris, from Selfridge Field, for duty 
as student in Airplane Maintenance In- 
oe course at Air Corps Technical 

chool, Chanute Field, 111. 


Reserve Officers to Active Dut 
2nd Lieut. Wilfred Rotherham, of 


red Rotherham, 0 
Fresno, Calif., to Moffett Field, Calif., 
to April 10, 1941. 
end Lieut. Luther J, Fairbanks, of 
Burt, Iowa, to Barksdale Field, La., to 
April 24, 1941. 
Relieved from Assignment to Air Corps 
end Lieut. John P, Comer from ae . 
as stucent at Air Corps Traini Center, 
Randolph Field, Texas, to the 25th 


Infantry at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, 
~---000--- 





neeeag the latter part of April, Hamil- 
ton Field busied itself with the groom- 
ing and checking of motors and assembling 
equipment in preparation for the mimic 
war in the northeastern part of the 
United States, while the higher staff 
officers were engaged in scanning maps 
and pians. 

On April 22nd, 12 B-18 Bombardment air- 
planes were flown to March Field, River- 
side, Caiif., to join up with the 19th 
Bombardnent Group to aid in the job of 
transcorting supplies on the "short" hop 
to New England and points close to 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. By May end, person- 
nel will be transported by these same 
planes which will have returned from the 
East Coast by then. During the concentra- 
tion, four provisional air transport 
squadrons will function under direct con- 
trol of Headquarters, — Force. 

V-7714, A. 








FIELD AT FORT LEWIS NAMED "GRAY FIELD" 


The War Department recently announced | 
that the Air Corps flying field at Fort | 
Lewis, Washington, has been named "Gray | 
Field," in memory of the late Captain 
Hawthorne C, Gray, army aeronaut, who 
lost his life during a free dailoon 
flight from Scott Field, I1l1l., on Novem-| 
ber 4, 1927. 

Captain Gray was especially interested | 
in studying atmospheric concitions at 
high altitudes to ascertain, if possible, 
the effects of rarefied atmosphere on 
the human body and coincidental physiolo-+ 
gical reactions. During 1927, he made 
three balloon flights with these objects | 
in view. On his first fiight on March 
Sth, he reached an altitude of 28,510 
feet and broke the American free balloon 
altitude record. As a result of this 
flight, valuable data were gathered on 
the functioning of oxygen apparatus and 
instruments at high altitudes, 

On his second flight on May 4, 1927, 
Captain Gray, with improvements in oxy- 
gen apparetus and other equipment effect- 
ed as a result of the experiences on his | 
first flight, ascended in his balloon to | 
42,470 feet, the highest altitude ever 
attained by man in any type of aircraft, 
airplane or balloon up to that time. He 
broke the world's record of 35,435 feet, 
made by the German balloonists Suring 
and Benson on June 30, 1901. During the | 
course of his return journey, after pass- 
ing the 12,000-foot level, Captain Gray, | 
measuring the velocity of ais descent 
through the medium ef releasing small 
Parachutes, discovered that tie balloon | 
was falling too rapidly to assure a safe 
spaling, All the available ballast in 
the balloon, utilized for the purpose of 
reducing its weight and thus ecking 
the rate of descent, having already been 
thrown overboard, Captain Gray was forc- 
ed to resort to his parachute. He jump- 
ed from the balloon basket at apporoxi- 
mately 8,000 feet and landed witnout in- 

ury in @ plowed field near Grayville, 
Illinois. The balloon and the various 
instruments carried therein were recover- 
ed shortly thereafter, For his achieve- 
ments on this flight Captain Gray was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

On his last balloon ascent on November 
4th, he was equipped better than ever 
before to conduct his experiments in the 
substratosphere, with further improved 
oxygen apparatus and superior recording | 
instruments, However, this flight proved 
fatal. Captain Grey's body was found in 
the balloon basket which was looped in a 
tree in the mountains in the ee canna § of 
Sparta, Tenn, His instruments were in- 
tact, his body evidenced no signs of 
vielent death, his oxygen mask was still 
en, and his oxygen valves were open, but | 
there was no oxygen left. It could only 
be surmised, after closely examining his | 
log, his way y and the various other 
instruments, during the course of | 





| flight, 42, 
| the mark he established on May 4, 1927, 


| Army for service with the Punitive 


ee a REM 


| his descent earthward, after passing the 


39,000-foot level, hix oxygen supply be- 
came exhausted, causing his death. Curi- 
oony enough the barograph indicated that 
the highest point reached during this 

470 feet, exactly duplicated 


was born in Pasco, Wash., 


Captain Gra 
890, He enlisted in the 


February 16, 
e- 
Gition into Mexico, on January 19,1915. 

During the World War he was commissioned 
a second lieutenant of Infantry, and was 


| subsequently promoted to ist Lieutenant 


and then to Captain. In August, 1920, 
he was detailed in the Air Corps, and he 
was permanently transferred to that 


branch of the service in February, 1921. 
|He was a 


graduate of the Balloon School 
at Ross Field, Arcadia, Calif., and the 
Balloon and Airship School at Scott 
Field, Ill. During the major part of 
his service with the Air Corps, he was 
stationed at Scott Field. In May, 1926, 
he was sent to Europe as an Army Air 
Corps entrant in the Gordon-Bennett In- 
ternational Free Balloon Race, in which 
he finished second. 
The naming of Gra 
a tet pi, ann balloonist is considered 
especially appropriate in view of the 
fact that the Srd Balloon Squadron, Air 
Corps, is stationed at this field. 
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AWARD OF SOLDIER'S MZDAL 


Field in memcry of 


Announcement was made by the War De- 
partment, under date of April 28, 1938, 
of the award of the Soldier's Medal to 


| Corporal Richard F, Miller and Private, 
| lst Class, Earl W. Jordan, Jr., First 
|Corps Area Air Corps Detachment, for 
heroism displayed in attempting te res- 
‘(cue a soldier from drowni 
‘Harbor, Mass., on the evening cf Decem- 


‘in Boston 


ber 22, 1937. 

A soldier, while attempting to make a 
parachute Jump from an Army airplane to 
Boston Airport in connection with a 
children's Christmas party being staged 
at the Airport, unfortunately landed in 
the water several hundred feet from 
shore. The only boat available was 
small and uaseaworthy, but nevertheless 
in the face of epparent danger to them- 
selves, Corporal Miller and Private 
Jordan voivnierily set out in the boat 
to search for the drowni soldier, In 
wise of the leaky condition of the boat, 
they persisted in their efforts of res- 
cue until the boat capsized and they 
themselves were in grave danger of drown- 
ing, Although they were unsuccessful in 
rescuing this soldier, their brave at- 

t t in the rough, icy water, in the 
darkness of night characterized it as 
an act of heroism, 

Corporal Miller is a native of Missoula, 
Montana, while the birthplace of Private 
Jordan is Somerville, Mass. 


V-7714, A.C. 
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